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The vi editor: 
 
video editor with two modes: 
• command 
• text entry 
 
The screen: 

~
~
~
~
~
~
~
_________                     INSERT MODE

white cursor

~'s indicate 
no line

command line
mode of operation 
only shows when 
"SHOW MODE" is 
set  

The keyboard: 
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INSERT 
LINE

DEL 
LINE

INSERT 
CHAR

DEL 
CHAR

ESC key

 
 

The cursor is very important!  It is used as the reference for adding 
(inserting) and deleting characters. 
 
a append insert text after cursor location 
i insert insert text at cursor location 
 
Insert or append mode continues until the ESC key is hit. 
 
The ESC key is also used to goto command mode.  If you are already in 
command mode, the terminal will simply beep. 
 
To exit the editor: 
:wq save the edited file and quit 
:q! quit without saving any changes 
:w<name> write the edited text to file <name>, if file <name> is not 

present it will write to input file 
:!<> can be used to execute a shell command such as ls from 

within the editor 
The command line colons (:’s) must be typed in!!! 
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Other useful vi commands: 
 
positioning 
b position cursor at beginning of previous word 
w position cursor at beginning of following word 
e position cursor at end of next word 
 
% toggles between paired parentheses, i.e. ( and ) or { and } 
/<pattern> typed in command mode this begins a pattern which is 

terminated by either a carriage_return or ESC.  The 
cursor will be positioned to the next occurrance of 
<pattern> in the file, i.e. it moves the cursor forward in the 
file. 

N<pattern> identical to / except it positions the cursor to the first 
previous occurrance of <pattern>, i.e. it moves the cursor 
backwards in the file. 

 
NOTE: The characters ^, $, . , *, [ and \ have special meaning in patterns 

and cannot be used as shown above. 
 
deletion 
x deletes the character under the cursor 
#x deletes # characters beginning with the cursor location 
dd deletes the line under the cursor 
#dd deletes # lines beginning with the cursor location 
 
replacement (these are 1:n replacements) 
r<> replace character under the cursor with <> 
R replace the text beginning with the charcter under the 

cursor with what you enter until you hit the ESC key.  This 
is sort of a repeating r command. 

 
substitution (these are m:n replacements) 
s substitute all characters after the s for the character under 

the cursor 
#s substitute all characters after the s (until you hit the ESC 

key) for # characters beginning at the cursor location 
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undo 
u undo the last command 
 
cut & paste operations: 
 

cut: 
1. position the cursor where you want to start copying 
2. type “mz” 
3. move the cursor to where you want to stop copying 
4. type “d’z” 
 
paste: 
1. position cursor where you want text 
2. type “P” to enter text 

 
options: 
:set all shows options in effect 
:set number shows line numbers 
:set nonumber hides line numbers 
 
If you accidently delete something, try the commands 
“1p  restores the most recent deletion 
“2p  restores the next most recent deletion 
etc. 
 
If the system or editor crash while you are editing, you can restore it using 
the command: 

vi -r <filename> 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


